
PROCEDURES AND METHODS FOR 
ESTABLISHING, ALTERING OR 

VACATING A PUBLIC ROAD 

INFORMATION COMPILED FROM OHIO REVISED CODE 
CHAPTER 5553 

 
 

















Date Task

□
Petition Filed with County Commissioners

□
Petition Received from County Commissioners

□ Ohio Revised Code: 5553.02 - Road must begin and end on a public road or have three (3) residents in the 

first 500 feet and one (1) in each 200 feet thereafter.

□
Ohio Revised Code: 5553.04 - Petition signed by 12 property owners

□
Letter to Commissioners that Roadway complies with ORC 5553.02 annd 5553.04

□
Letter to Trustee that Roadway complies with ORC 5553.02 annd 5553.04

□
Copy Petitioner on Correspondence to Commissioners and Township

□ Ohio Revised Code: 5553.04 / 5553.05 / 5553.05 - Preliminary Resolution of Intent from County 

Commissioners stating / Termini of Road/ Date of Viewing / Date of Final Hearing / Cost of Right of Way to 

be born by property owners

□ Correspondence from Township of their approval to take road into Township System and any minimum 

specifications that they may have adopted.

□ Ohio Revised Code: 5553.05 - Commissioners Advertise Twice and Mail Notices to Adjacent Property 

Owners regarding viewing

□
Ohio Revised Code: 5553.06 - Commissioners / Engineer/ Trustees / Viewing of Roadway

□ Ohio Revised Code: 5553.06 - Commissioners Direct Engineer to Survey and Draw Plat, write easements 

and prepare report.

□
Engineer Research Property Records for Field Reconnasissance

□
Engineer perform field reconnaisance

□
Engineer perform centerline and boundary survey

□ Engineer write easements - Ohio Revised Code 5553.0 - Right of Way must be a minimum of 30 feet in width 

or greater as necessary 

□
Engineer prepare report of survey, roadway condition and recommendation for or against petition.

□ Ohio Revised Code: 5553.07 / 5553.09 - Commissioners hold Final Hearing / Read Engineer's Report / 

Pass Final Resolution / Direct owners to bear costs of right of way.

□
Ohio Revised Code: 5553.10 - Sign Easements / Record Easements / Enter Survey Plat into Road Record

□
Engineer mails easements to affect property owners or Petiitioner  Representitive to obtain signatures

□
All Easements returned signed by property owner

□
All Easements Recorded and entered into Road Record

□
Submit survey to County GIS

□
Submit survey to County 911

□
Submit survey to County Addressing

□
Submit Letter to affected Post Office

□
Submit Letter to affect School District

□
Submit Letter to ODOT of additioanal highway mileage for County / Township Mileage

□ Letter to Township that Roadway is ready for Public maintenance

□ Ohio Revised Code: 5553.10 - Proceed to Open and Maintain or Vacate Road. (Must be opened within 7 

years after original Order)

Procedure for 
Establishing, Vacating or Altering  
a Public Road in Lawrence County 

Checklist



Petition 
We the undersigned petitioners, free holders of said County of Lawrence, residing in the 
vicinity of the road described below, recognizing that public convenience and welfare 
would be greatly enhanced, hereby petition the Board of Lawrence County Commission-
ers and the Lawrence County Engineer to:  (What you would like to accomplish to your 
road):_______________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
(Name of Your Road) __________________________________________________________
(What Township the road is in)__________________________________________________ 
We the undersigned petitioners understand that the minimum right of way width of the road is 
30 feet wide (15 feet each side of the centerline) in accordance with O.R.C.– 5553.03 
 
NAME                                              ADDRESS                                        DATE_________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

NOTE: PLEASE fill out the information before submitting the petition to the Board of County Commissioners.   

Name and address of contact person circulating this petition: 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 


